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Michael T. Smith 
Kael.thomas.smith@gmail.com 

 

Address: 814 Blandford Ave, New Lenox, IL 60451                                                          (847) 207-9197 
 

Education 
Purdue University  
West Lafayette, IN                                     

PhD in Literary Theory and Cultural Studies                                                May, 2014 

- Focuses in: Film Studies, Cultural Theory, and Linguistics 

  - Secondary Area: Rhetoric and Composition  

GPA: 4.0/4.0 
 

Dissertation: The Mechanical Mirror: An Exploration of Literary and Cinematic 

Serialism in the Twentieth Century. 
 

This dissertation is an examination of mass production’s influence on art in the 20th 

Century.  Whether it be knowledge of acoustics in the construction of ancient Greek 

theatres or the invention of the printing press, technological progress has always preceded 

and enabled contemporaneous art forms. In other words, technology creates the 

(aesthetic) culture.  I argue that serialized literature spawned from mass production and 

naturally references said production.  I begin by examining the films of Charlie Chaplin, 

in which the camera is imbibed in his jerky gait and other movements to ultimately reveal 

his films’ technological construction. He is even allegorized as a film strip in Modern 

Times.  I then examine the works of Quentin Tarantino, arguing that mass production has 

an effect so strong on our unconscious minds that we tend to impose a lens of serialism 

on non-serialized works. 

 
 

Dissertation Committee:  

Arkady Plotnitsky (chair), Thomas Rickert, and Geraldine Friedman. 
 

 

Southern Illinois University 
Edwardsville, IL 

Master’s Degree in English Literature and Drama (20th Century)                   May, 2009 

GPA: 4.0/4.0 
 

 

University of Illinois  
Champaign-Urbana, IL 

Bachelor’s Degree in Economics                                                    May, 2005 

Minors in English and Math 

GPA: 3.73/4.00 
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Publications (Book) 
• Challenging the Notion of Crisis in Education: Reclaiming Agency and Intent. Routledge. 

January 2026. 

 

 

Publications (Academic Articles) 
 

• “Michel Houellebecq, Plagiarism, and the Falsity of the Self.” French Forum 50.2 

(2025): 19-34. 

 

• Smith, Michael. Al Tamimi, Yasser “Phonological Features of Saudi Arabian 

Anthroponyms” Arab World English Journal (AWEJ) 14.1 (March 2023). 

 

• “Disability on Film: An Exploration of Film Codes’ Obstructiveness in City Lights and 

Children of a Lesser God.” Canadian Journal of Disability Studies.  

 

• “The Animal in Pope’s Essay on Man.” Trace: Journal for Human-Animal Studies 7 

(2021). 

 

• “Not Privy to The Conversation: Harry Caul as a Peripheral Character in Coppola’s 

Film.” Cineaction. (May 2020). 

   

• “A Stationary Stroll through Hong Kong: An Exploration of the Flâneur in a Groundless 

City. Yonsei Journal 11.2 (Winter 2019). 

 

•  “Kyu: A Semantic Analysis of Kin-Dza-Dza!”  

Quarterly Review of Film and Video 8 (2017): 765-774. 

 

• Smith, Michael.  Evans, Jeff. “Storytelling as Transdisciplinarity: An Experiment in 

First-Year Composition and Communication” (Chapter) 

Educational Technology and Narrative: Story and Instructional Design.  Eds. Brad 

Hokanson, et al.  Springer: 103-113. 

 

• Evans, Jeffrey; Seipel, Justin; Smith, Michael. “Our Journey into Learning Innovation 

and Competency-Based Education.” 

-Polytechnic Institute Summit 2017.  Conference Proceedings (June 2017) Online. 

 

• Exeter, Marisa; Gray, Colin; Smith, Michael. “Integrating Liberal Education Perspectives 

in a Transdisciplinary Design Studio.” 

-Polytechnic Institute Summit 2017.  Conference Proceedings (June 2017) Online. 

 

• “The Dedalus Complex: A Lacanian Analysis of James Joyce’s Portrait of the Artist as a 

Young Man.”   

-Symbolism: An International Annual of Critical Aesthetics 16 (2016): 251-269. 
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• “The Postmodernism of Postmodernism: It’s a ‘Funny’ Story.”  

-Philologist: Journal of Language, Literature, and Cultural Studies 7.13 (2016): 455-66. 

 

• “Stanley Kubrick’s Wet Dream: A Reading of Bodily Fluids in Dr. Strangelove.” 

Cinematic Codes Review 1.1 (Spring 2016): 91-109. 

 

• “You Know My Name (Look up the Number): The Structural Significance of Plato’s 

Lambda Formula in John Donne’s ‘A Litany.’”  

Renascence LXVI.4 (Fall 2014): 235-254. 

 

• “Silence in Frederick Wiseman’s Documentaries.”  

Studies in Documentary Film 7.1 (2013): 31-44. 

ISSN: 17503280;      Online ISSN: 17503299 

 

• “A Theoretical Analysis of the Phonology of Classic Rock Lyrics” 

SONUS 33.2 (Spring 2013): 21-30. 

FEIN #222533919 

 

• “Notes on Buster Keaton” 

Kinema: A Journal for Film and Audiovisual Media 38 (Fall 2012): 91-102. 

 

• “A Manifesto on Bad Films” 

Bright Lights Film Journal 78 (November 2012). Online. 

 

 

Publications (Creative Work) 
 

• Poetry: I have over 250 published poems in various literary journals. This does not 

include reprints. A full list can be provided upon request. 

 

• Short stories: I have over 10 short stories published in various journals and magazines as 

well. A full list can be provided upon request. 

 

 

Revise and Resubmit 
 

• “Salem: Geographies of Power.” Ad American. 

 

Conferences 
 

2024 The ‘Ordinary Magic’ of Resilience in Anglophone Literatures: Past, Present, Futures 

Conference (University of Stuttgart) 
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- Presented ““Colonized Resilience: Wide Sargasso Sea and the problem of being 

resilient.”   

 

2023 SAAS Granada 

16th Annual SAAS Conference 

- Presented “Don’t Drink the Nostalgia: An Exploration of the Distrust of Nostalgia in 

Black Mirror and Stranger Things.” 

 

2023 Joys in Transition Conference 

The XV James Joyce Italian Foundation Conference. 

- Presented “The Serialized Wake: Mass production in the language of Joyce” 

 

2022 Time of Monsters Conference 

Annual Conference (Institute of Modern Languages, University of Bielsko-Biała) 

- Presented “Natural Horror: Nature Itself as the True Monster in Eco-horror.” 

 

2022 Crossing Boundaries: Rethinking the Humanities across Disciplines 

Annual Conference (Sofia University) 

- Presented “The Simulacrum Classroom: Composition Classes as a Representation of 

Themselves” 

 

2020 Applied Linguistics Research Lab Conference (ALLAB) 

16th Annual Conference 

- Presented “Phonological Features of Saudi Arabian Anthronyms” 

  

2019 METU British International Conference 

25th Annual Conference 

- Presented “A Foucauldian Analysis of Hegelian Dialectics in Defoe.” 

 

2019 Society for Values in Higher Education (SVHE) Conference 

- Presented “The Moral Ambiguity of labor in First Year English (FYE) courses.” 

 

2019 Moral Machines: The Ethics and Politics of the Digital World Symposium  

- Presented “A Conversation Between Objects: The Ethical Underpinnings of the IoT” 

 

2018 Literature at Sea Conference 

- Presented “Claustrophobia on the Ocean: An Exploration of Hitchcock's Lifeboat” 

 

2018 Memory, Affects, and Emotions Conference 

- Presented “Teaching Affect in a STEM Classroom” 

 

2018 Polytechnic Summit 

- Presented “Integration of Design Thinking, Innovation, and Transdisciplinary Studies 

for Student Teams Competing in the Solar Decathlon Latin America and Caribbean.” 

-  

2018 END Conference  
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- Presented “Transdisciplinary Writing: An Exercise in Explaining Visual Design 

Programs.” 

 

2018 END Conference 

- Presented “Defining Transdisciplinarity.” 

 

2018 General Education Conference 

- Presented “Team-Teaching in a Transdisciplinary Classroom.” 

 

2018 Cities, Embodiments, Technologies 

Annual Conference 

- Presented “Putting Technology Under Erasure: The (im)possibility of the 21st Century 

flâneur.” 

 

2017 Frontiers in Education (FIE) Annual Conference 

- Presented “Leading and Administering Transformative Change in Education Beyond 

Disciplinary Boundaries.” 

 

2017 Frontiers in Education (FIE) Annual Conference 

- Presented “Fostering Metacognition Development in a STEM Context.” 

 

2017 SCMLA Convention  

Annual Convention  

 -Presented “Pulitzer Photographic Representations of War in the Bush Era.” 

 

2016 RMMLA Convention  

Annual Convention 

 -Presented “Teaching Literature in a Transdisciplinary Classroom: Orwell and Beyond.” 

 

2016 AECT Summer Research Symposium  

Annual Convention  

 -Presented “Storytelling and the Transdisciplinary Classroom.” 

 

2016 Conference on College Composition and Communication (CCCC) 

Writing Strategies for Action 

- Presented “A Transdisciplinary Experiment in First-Year Composition”  

 

2016 NeMLA Conference 

Annual Conference 

- Presented “Why talk about toilets in a transdisciplinary classroom?” 

 

2015 Sight Unseen Conference 

Irish Association for American Studies Annual Conference 

-Presented “Not Privy to the Conversation: Harry Caul as a Peripheral Character in 

Coppola’s Film.” 
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2015 PCA/ACA Conference 

Annual Conference 

- Presented “Converging Voices: Musical Leitmotifs in Shakespearean Adaptations.” 

 

2015 Conference on College Composition and Communication (CCCC)  

Risk and Reward 

- Presented “Listening For Laughter: Revealing the Humorous Subtext of Composition.” 

 

2015 College English Association: Caribbean Chapter Conference  

Disability Studies: Cultural Geographies without Hierarchy  

      -  Presented "Disability and Film: Disability Reflected within the Film Medium Itself" 

 

2015 Southwest Popular Culture / American Culture Association Conference  

Many Faces, Many Voices: Intersecting Borders in Popular and American Culture  

36th Annual Conference 

- Presented "Kyu: A Semantic Analysis of Kin-Dza-Dza." 

 

2015 New Voices Conference 

Annual Conference 

- Presented “Freud, Superego, Python.” 

 

2012 Rhetoric Society of America (RSA) Conference 

Annual Conference 

- Presented "@$$hole: A Story of Internet ‘Being’ and Rebellion.”  

 

2012 Midwest Conference on Utopian Studies 

Annual Conference 

- Presented: “"The Droogs Speak Doubleplusgood: A Historical Linguistic Analysis of 

Nadsat and Newspeak."  

 

2012 Purdue Linguistics Symposium  

Annual Conference 

- Presented “Just Gimme Some Truth: An Addendum to the SMH [Semantic 

Mechanism of Humor] and GTVH [General Theory of Verbal Humor] Using Oscar 

Wilde’s Lady Windermere’s Fan.” 

 

2012 Purdue American Studies Symposium  

Annual Conference 

- Presented “Silence in Frederick Wiseman’s Documentaries.” 

 

2011 CUNY Graduate Center Comparative Literature Conference 

Desire: From Eros to Eroticism 

- Presented: “The Dedalus Complex: A Lacanian Analysis of James Joyce’s Portrait of 

the Artist as a Young Man” 

 

2010 Mardi Gras Conference at LSU  
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Regarding Iteration: Narratives of Imitation and Innovation 

- Presented: “Untitled: A Deconstructionist Analysis of Percy’s Adaptations of film in 

The Moviegoers.” 

 

2010 Midwest Popular Culture Association and Midwest American Culture Association 

Annual Conference 

- Presented: “Two is Great, but Three’s a Crowd: The Rhizomatic Insanity of Tommy 

Wiseau’s The Room.”  
 

 

 

Teaching Experience 
 

American University of Armenia 
Yerevan, Armenia                                                                                               08/22 - Present 

Associate Professor of English 

 
- EC 299: Capstone 

 

This is a senior-level course administered very similar to an independent study. 

Instructors lead their students’ capstone projects (a senior thesis) in this course 

modeled after typical graduate theses courses in which a major professor “leads” the 

project. 

 

- EC 290: Research Methods 

 

This course is a preparatory course for the above “Capstone” class. It covers and 

array of quantitative and qualitative research topics with a particular focus on various 

methodologies typically used within the Humanities and Social Sciences. Students 

develop their idea for the capstone and the method by which they will research that 

idea in this course. 

 

- EC 265: Language of Film 

 

This was a course largely dedicated to film theory. It progressed somewhat along the 

lines of a “history of cinema” (roughly screening a movie from each decade going 

back to cinema’s conception). The focus of the course, however, was on film theory 

and analysis rather than simply historical study. It, for example, incorporated theorists 

from Christian Metz to Slavoj Zizek. 

 

- EC 238: Media and Society 

 

This course was a deep-dive into the field of Media Studies. It covered an array of 

theories (cultivation theory, third person effect, etc.) and theorists (including 

McLuhan, Chomsky, etc.) by connecting them to contemporary media news stories 
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and other productions. 

 

- EC 104: Introduction to Communication   

 

As an introductory class to communication and the larger English and 

Communication major, this course was something of a survey course to the field of 

communications broadly conceived. We discussed topics ranging from paralinguistic 

communication to cognitive biases. 

 

- CHSS 251: Topics in Cinema 

 

This Gen-Ed course was designed around documentary films. It was structured as a 

transdisciplinary course such that various fields (ranging from ludology to 

criminology) were taught alongside films related to the field at hand. The final project 

had the students make a documentary within a group. 

 

- HHM 351: Communications Bootcamp (for Hospitality) 

 

This was an intensive six-week “bootcamp” course on communication for hospitality 

students. It taught various communication topics within the context and using 

examples from contemporary hospitality studies 

 

 

 

Alfaisal University                                                                             
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia                                                                                     08/19 – 08/22 

Assistant Professor of English 

 

- World Literature and Film 

 

This course focuses on teaching various cultural theories through the exploration of 

world literature and film. It is a survey course that is modified each semester it is 

taught to include works from a broad range of world English. 

 

 

- Advanced Technical Writing  

 

This course was an advanced-level technical writing course, with two distinct sections 

tailored to engineering and business students.  It used a project-based curriculum that 

required students present a written an oral entrepreneurial project. 

 

 

- Medical English  

 

This course taught English in medical and public health contexts. It also aimed to 

increase medical students' familiarity with medical written language and discourse in 
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different medical contexts. 

 

 

- Introductory Composition I and II 

 

These courses comprised the two semester FYE series for students at the university.  

It taught basic composition and rhetorical principles in a writing intensive 

environment via CLIL (content and language integrated learning). The sections were 

adjusted by student major and English proficiency level (from ESL learners to native 

speakers). 

 

 

 

Other Responsibilities 

 

- Online Transition Head for Technical Writing and FYI 

 

Transitioned four different English courses to online modules in lieu of the COVID 

epidemic within a week, further refining the courses through the end of the Spring 

2020 semester and completely revamping all courses for online instruction for the 

following Fall.  

 

 

- Research Committee Head 

 

Headed the Department of Humanities and Social Science (DHSS) Research 

Committee, including reviewing individual proposals and preparing annual reviews of 

the college research efforts. 

 

 

- Scheduling Committee Head 

 

Headed the Scheduling Committee for the department, coordinating course times, 

locations, and instructors for each semester. 

 

 

- Course Proposals  

 

Initiated proposals to add additional literature and film courses for upcoming 

semesters. 

 

 

 

Purdue Polytechnic Department                                                             05/14-05/19 
 West Lafayette, IN 
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Transdisciplinary Education Specialist                                                              05/16-05/19 

 

Led the curricular side of development for the newly formed Transdisciplinary Studies in 

Technology (TST) program and major in the Purdue Polytechnic Institute.  Developed 

and researched competencies for this CBE program as well assessing artifacts and 

portfolios for competency-based credit.  Further developed, led, and taught competency-

related seminars for the program (see below). 

 

 

-Food and Technology  

 

This course studied the topic of food from as many disciplinary angles as 

possible.  Using the UN’s Global Challenge list, students were tasked with two 

major projects: the first was to use CAD software to make a mold for cookware 

that could be used in impoverished areas.  The second was to use supply-chain 

management technology to logistically solve a food or water crisis. 

 

 

-Cross-Cultural Collaboration for Social Change: Peru (Maymester 2018) 

 

This study abroad course was developed with faculty from Universidad de 

Ingeniería y Tecnología (UTEC) in Lima, Peru.  It will be a design-based course 

tasking students from both Purdue and UTEC to improve upon some public 

region in Peru (with a cultural awareness).  Students will present their project at 

the Polytechnic Summit that runs during our stay.   

 

 

-Space and Design (Spring 2018) 

 

This course explores the theme of space from a transdisciplinary perspective.  It 

begins with an architectural focus, including material on Foucauldian disciplinary 

power to blueprinting.  It also incorporated such software as Revit for BIM.  It 

then explored urban design and city space.  This module incorporated such 

programs as Grasshopper.  Finally, it concluded with virtual space and modelling 

said space, using programs like Houdini, Lightcraft, and Unity.  

 

 

-Senior Capstone for TST Students (Fall 2017) 

 

This is the senior capstone course for all TST students.  It was co-run with and 

incorporated all projects proposed by organizations for Mechanical Engineering 

Technology (MET), Electrical and Computer Engineering Technology (ECET), 

and Manufacturing Engineering Technology (MFET) capstone projects.  Sponsor 

organizations include University departments, private entrepreneurs, industry, and 

various government entities. 
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-Playgrounds and Design (Fall 2017) 

 

This was an introductory designed-based course centered on the theme of 

playgrounds.  Students were tasked to make iterative designs of a piece of 

playground equipment, modifying each subsequent design according to an array 

of technical and humanities readings. 

 

 

- Design Portfolio (Fall 2017) 

 

This course centered on earning the TST competencies.  It worked towards the 

cultivation of an academic portfolio to showcase these competencies while 

reflecting upon these prior learning experiences. 

 

 

-Bridging Cultural Spaces: Cuba (Maymester 2017) 

 

This transdisciplinary study abroad course to Cuba was for two weeks.  It 

centered on the theme of space -- exploring how space plays a role in society from 

such diverse perspectives as Building and Construction Management, 

Architecture, Psychology, and Humanities. 

 

 

      -Cyborgs and Design (Fall 2016-Spring 2017) 

  

This two-semester course focuses on human-machine interaction.  Exploring 

material ranging from science-fiction films to how Google affects our memory, 

this transdisciplinary course examines and teases the fine line between human and 

machine.  

 

 

 -Other Responsibilities  

  

-Revised the final version of the current competencies used in Purdue’s first 

competency-based degree program (TST). 

-Conducted a triangulation study of the Polytech’s TST competencies with 

Purdue’s Core Competencies and the AAC&U value rubrics. 

-Met with marketing to advise the creation of numerous marketing materials for 

the TST program. 

-Represented TST at the Recruitment, Retention, and Diversity meeting, while 

further attending a number of recruitment events. 

-Worked on Yield activities for the TST degree.   

-Ran TST sessions at all camps offered through the Polytech. 
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-Headed the study abroad team for the Transdisciplinary Studies program, 

creating two unique courses. 

 

 

Visiting Assistant Professor /Faculty Fellow      05/15-05/16 

Designed multiple trans-disciplinary seminars in the Polytechnic Institute. 

 

 

-Trade-Offs (Spring 2016) 

 

This transdisciplinary course explored choices through the perspective of trade-

offs.  Trade-offs were explored in such disciplines as economics, communication, 

and film. 

 

 

-Hygiene and Design (Fall 2016) 

 

With a nod towards The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation’s “Reinvent the 

Toilet Challenge,” this course examined hygiene and the need for design 

revolutions around the world, particularly those with cultural and societal 

awareness. 

 

  -Sense and Space (Spring 2015) 

 

Beginning from a Foucauldian angle, this course examined space from an array of 

humanities perspectives.  It then incorporated architecture and Building and 

Construction Management lessons for a practical dimension. 

 

Further Details  

-Co-taught with various instructors from such diverse departments as Communication, 

Electrical Engineering, Library Sciences, Computer Graphics Technology, and Building 

and Construction Management. 

-Incorporated various elements of both Visual Studies and Computer Graphics Design 

(CGT). 

-Worked with the Communications Department to organize “live” speech events for the 

class. 

  -Held weekly conferences with all students in the class. 

 

 

 Post-Doc Faculty Fellow                                                                                    05/14-05/15 
 



13 

 

 

-Was one of 16 faculty fellows who proposed a transdisciplinary degree at Purdue. 

-Helped design a competency-based degree program within the College of Technology. 

-Designed English-related competencies for the above program’s four-year path. 

-Worked with recruitment: running multiple outreach programs such as WOWiT, and DOiT. 

-Regularly met with the Provost’s Office to implement competency-based classes. 

-Regularly met with the Financial Aid Office to align competencies to financial aid requirements. 

-Mentored a group of incoming students each week. 

-Met with various department heads to incorporate guest lecturers/future fellows into the plan. 

-Proposed future classes for the Polytech Program. 

-Designed several “pathways” (course requirements) for types of trans-disciplinary degrees (ex. 

Programming and Game Studies, Health and Technology, etc.) 

 

Holacracy Secretary 

 
-Called bi-weekly meetings for the faculty fellows of Purdue Polytech. 

-Ensured said meetings followed the Holacracy-style meeting criteria. 

-Kept records of the meetings’ relevant developments. 

-Maintained a list of all operational elements with relevance to the Holacracy design. 

-Interpreted the acting governance of the circle upon request. 

 

 

Purdue English Department                                                                  08/09 – 05/14 

 West Lafayette, IN 
  

Introduction to Film and Literature (English 286) 

- Lectured on film history from Lumière to contemporary films. 

- Instructed on film theory using diverse sources such as Eisenstein and Metz. 

- Utilized visual theory to compose, assign, and grade various assignments on film criticism. 

- Orchestrated additional screenings on campus of classic films. 

 

Business and Technical Writing (English 420) 
- Taught document design in such programs as InDesign and FrontPage. 

-Spearheaded an entrepreneurship project for business majors. 

-Instructed on various topics of international business culture and globalization. 

-Used Rhetoric Society of America lectures to expand the discussion on professional writing. 

 

Introductory Composition (English 106) 
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- Autonomously planned and instructed various sections of the class. 

-Taught various aspects of composition and argumentation in the context of rhetorical theory. 

-Held weekly one-on-one conferences with students. 

-Taught specialized sections based in popular culture. 

 

 

Southern Illinois University                                                                   08/07 – 05/09 
 Edwardsville, IL 

  

Introductory Composition I and II (English 101 & 102) 
- Independently instructed and graded sections of English 101 & 102 (Introductory Composition). 

- Developed lesson plans, grading rubrics, and assignments for each semester. 

- Taught reading comprehension, critical analysis, analytical and argumentative techniques. 

- Prepared students for a final portfolio analysis.  

- Taught such diverse writers as Shakespeare, Tom Stoppard, Ikku Jippensha, John Donne,  

Sigmund Freud, Edmund, Burke, and e.e. cummings. 

 

Academic Service / Volunteer Work  
 

TedTalk Spring 2024 

-Presented “Why you keep rewatching the same TV show” at the AUA Tedx event. 

-Won editor’s choice (the first time this occurred at AUA) and was featured on the main 

Ted YouTube channel. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wjFvKau-0pA  

 

Faculty Research Awards Committee (FRAC) (research) 

 -Served on the FRAC committee to distribute research funding across the university. 

-Considered various grant and funding applications for other activities such as 

conferences and course releases. 

 

Academic Advisor for AUA Film Society  

-Helped organize screenings for the AUA Film Society, as well as connect the society to 

various film courses on campus. 

-Helped arrange various guest speakers for the club, including a handful of actors and 

producers in Hollywood. 

 

Job Search Committee Member  

-Served on various job search committees, including for a Media Studies position and a 

Media Lab Coordinator position in Fall 2023 and Spring 2024 respectively. 

-Wrote questions for the interview process. 

 

Workshops from Spring 2023 –Spring 2025 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wjFvKau-0pA
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-Conducted an array of “open workshops” for the university community, on such topics 

as Squid Game, Women in the Film Industry, the Culture of Thanksgiving, and 

Phonology and Music (adapted from my publication above). 

 

General Education Committee 

 -Worked on overall program design for the General Education department. 

 -Aided the curriculum committee in developing specific visual arts courses. 

 

Conducted an Open House 2024 

 -Presented a demonstration on film to prospective students.  

 -Recruited students for the English and Communication program. 

 

Film Club Head at Alfaisal University 

 -Began the university’s first film club and served as faculty sponsor. 

 -Organized all meetings and screenings. 

 -Held post-screening discussions. 

 

WALLA (Wabash Area Lifetime Learning Association) Lecturer  

-Designed and taught a class on Popular Literature for individuals 50 and over. 

 -Compiled instruction material and handouts for participants. 

 -Held bi-weekly discussions on class materials.  

 

Guest lecturer to English 554: Teaching Pedagogy for Composition  

-Gave a presentation titled “Teaching Critical Analysis in a Writing Class.” 

 

Introductory Composition Writing Showcase 2014 

-Volunteered at Purdue’s annual introductory composition showcase and judged the 

“Best Reflection” category. 

 

Professional Writing Showcase at Purdue 2012 

-Delivered a presentation on various elements of professional writing, including digital 

rhetoric, leadership formation, and multimodal text production. 

 

Helped Organize and Participated in a Graduate Theory Conference at SIUE 

- Presented a paper titled “This Paper is not Signified (But the paper it is on is): A 

Derridean Interpretation of Natural Languages.” 

-Attended graduate research presentations the following year. 

 

Expository Writing Committee Member (SIUE) 

-Developed guidelines for the portfolio system utilized in all English 101 classrooms. 

-Compiled assessment examples for future instructors. 

-Lectured on rhetorical principles to incoming teaching assistants. 

 

Writing Lab Consultant (SIUE) 

-Held personal conferences with students from across the university.  

-Tutored for the SOAR program (Student Opportunities for Academic Results). 
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-Supervised Grammar modules. 
 

 

Other Work Experience 
 

Allstate Insurance                                                                         02/07 - 07/07    
 Northbrook, IL 

 Financial Analyst (for AF and ALIC) 
 - Developed and administered training programs for new employees  

- Researched data on policy loans, annuities, T-link, bonds, and universal term life policies 

- Devised, calculated, and applied run rates and various investment margin formulas  

 

United Airlines                             06/05 – 12/06 

 Elk Grove Village, IL 

 International Flight Analyst:  Revenue Optimization Management 
 - Made lesson plans and trained in individual and classroom settings globally 

- Formed instructional manuals and guidebooks for worldwide company use 

 - Received language instruction for foreign markets  

- Communications liaison for Atlantic customer service in London and Zurich 

 

 

Honors/Awards 
 

School of Languages and Cultures Award for Cultural Analysis: first place                   2014        

 

Brian Lamb School of Communications Award for Best Original Screenplay                2014 

 

Brian Mexicott Award for Best Original Play                                                                  2012 

 

Von’s Bookshop Award for Best Critical Paper                                                               2012/2013 

  

Dean’s List in the College of Business                                                                             2004 

 

Dean’s List in the College of Engineering                                                                       2003/04 

 

James Scholar                                                                                                                   2001-2004 
 

 

GRANTS/Scholarships 

 
SAIL Grant               2017, 2018 

 

PRF Award           Summer 2013 
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